Dear ^‘arla Van Dyne, 


4/1/95 


A week from today 1 liave a bii’thday. Then 10 days later Ikl has hers. God willing 


we will then liave accumulatoci 165 years between the two of us« During? the past 30 or 
so y ars, more so in the mox’e recent years, wliat has meant much to us is the fine letters 
of approciatfton lilce yours. So I writet to express our appreciation for it# 

All of our work, all our records, even our property goes to a fine small largely 
womens colloge liere in Brederick, Hood College# The volume of the archive will be, as 
it now is, enormous# Tlie enormity, in fact, is a means of defying access, ther^, is tliat 
much to read# 

■^n thii iking about tliis a yuar or so ago I camo to believe that what may be of* 
special iuteref3t is the eviaiiation of what we have done by strangers# I try to answer all 
the letters and file thorn by the lettersH of the alphabet# I could not possibly have so 
many separate files# V/e havo hoard from at least 20,000 strangers, strangers to begin 
with, nny^^ay. Still a pretty large volume# So beginning about a year ago I started a 
separate file of particularly nice and pleasing unsolicited comments and opinion^# 

SHiat is wher-e we are p'^tting your letter# 

lou speak of those who have written nasty tilings about me and yoU refer to their in- 
dobt#dnes !3 to me# They liave all had unsupei^vised oasses to all ^ have add to our copidr# 
I*ve gotten about a tliird of a million pages of once->.cmfttihhy4d withheld government rec— 
ordde they have been able to copy, with none of th/ cost, effort and troubke we had in 
getting tliem tlirough more tdiaii a dozen lawsuits under FOlA# Some of them are not content 
with getting copies without any charge# ^ome also steal only copies# And of whaTthey 
have written about me, 1 know of not an instance in which what they have wab written was 
not either false or cai’efiully distorted. If tliey did not know the truth, as without ques- 
tion some did, they could liave loomed it easily enough# If they had wanted truth# 

For all the copies of all those slanders tliat have been published, I have not 
gotten a single letter or call reflecting belief in any of it# 

We do not like it but it also does not really trouble us# 

As the laifycr s say, the record speaks for itself# 

V/e do appreciate yout letter and we do tliank you for it very much, 



